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Kia ora tatou katoa,

Firstly, thank you for the overwhelming support last week with the teacher industrial 
action which closed Pahoia School.  Following the historic joint strike action on 
Wednesday, I can report that there has been some progress. Education Minister 
Chris Hipkins has called an urgent forum next week between the primary teacher 
NZEI union and secondary teacher PPTA union to seek a way forward. This is a 
positive and constructive move. 

I would like to congratulate the newly formed Board of Trustees that ‘took office’ on 
Friday last week. We welcome back Victoria Denyer, Karl Wansbone and Meredith 
Miller, while welcoming Kurt Seifert and Matt Finnigan (Staff Representative) as new 
members to the Board. I feel that we have a strong group of trustees for the next 
three years and I wish them all the best in appointing the new Pahoia School 
Principal and work ahead. I would also like to thank leaving member Steve Shirley 
for his dedication and support.

You may have noticed some changes over the past week with Lynley Wright moving 
into a full time Aongatete position alongside Whaea Kim, as Sheena Saunders starts 
to transition into the Acting Principal position. The school structure for Terms 3 and 4 
will be:
• Acting Principal Sheena Saunders
• Tuhua Pod          Matt Finnigan with Karen Radley (First Block) and Adrian      

Harwood (Second & Third Blocks) 
• Aongatete Pod   Lynley Wright and Whaea Kim
• Waipapa Pod      Lynne Meys and Kylie Morrison 
• Kaimai Pod         Peggy Bradley and Peter Drummond with Adrian Harwood 

(First Block) 

We also farewell our fantastic caretaker, Al Ussher, as he furthers ventures and 
projects at home. Al has made such a difference to our Pahoia School grounds and 
he will be hugely missed. At the same time, we welcome Kevin Rose-McSeveny who 
will take over from Al as our new school caretaker in a fortnight. Welcome to the 
team Kevin!

Nga Mihi,

Mike McKee
Principal

Upcoming
Events

Term 2
Parent/Teacher Meetings
3:15 - 6:15pm
Wednesday 5 June
Thursday 6 June

Matariki Celebration
Thursday 13 June

BOT Meeting
Monday 24 June 6pm

Quiz Night
Friday 28 June

No Community Assembly 
Friday 7 June

(but there will still be
Pie Day Friday)

The Board of Trustees Welcomes Kurt Seifert 
Our family moved from Hamilton, where I grew up, to a lifestyle block close to 
Pahoia School in 2017.  My wife Amy and I spent several years living and 
working in Auckland, London and Hamilton but we chose to settle in the 
Katikati area and enrol our daughter Emma in Pahoia School where she is 
currently in Kaimai Pod. We were attracted to the smaller school size, the rural 
setting and the opportunity for our family to be involved in a supportive school 
community.


From my work and life experience, the key skills I will bring to the Board of

Trustees are strategic thinking, project governance and financial know-how.

 

I value the opportunity to be involved with the Pahioa school community 
through the Board of Trustees, and am excited to be a part of the ongoing 
journey.



Around the School
You can text your child’s 

absence message to 
027 941 2639 

BEFORE 9.00am

2257 State Highway 2, RD4, Katikati 3181 
Ph (07) 552 0045  www.songbird.co.nz or find us on facebook 

For education, adventure and friendship for 2 to 5 
years 

• FREE 30 hours over 3's 
• High Child to Teacher ratio 

• Hands on learning in a natural setting 
• Just 2KMs from Pahoia school

Principal’s Awards Term 2 - Week 4
Kaimai: Corben Smith, Eli Benton

Emma Seifert
Waipapa:     Violet Adams, Amaani Lagatule

Robbie Hart, Casey Carleton
Aongatete: Kees Miller, Jack Douglas-Hunt

Aimii Morgan, Matthew Capper
Tūhua:              Yzabelle Mitchell, Sammy Adams

Will Mison-Muir, Madison Bird
The lunch voucher winner was Xanthe Jones.

EPro8 Challenge
Well done to both teams who took part in this tough challenge.
Congratulations to the ‘The Big Bangs’ team, who have qualified 
for the semi-final of the EPro8 Challenge. They will be 
competing on Friday 28th June at Katikati College. Good Luck!

We are looking for a tiler to 
help student leader, Felix 
Denyer, make a school 
mosaic safer.

We are also looking a parent to work with three to four 
senior students on Tuesday mornings from 8am to 
9am for 'Milo Mornings'. 

If you can help with either of these, please contact the 
office on 07 548 0723.

Absentee Reminder
If your child is going to be absent from school for any 
reason, please let us know before 9.00am.

You can text, (see the box above), use the school app 
or leave a message on the school phone, stating your 
child’s full name, pod and reason for absence. 

Wanted Werewolves Team

The Big Bangs Team

http://www.songbird.co.nz
http://www.songbird.co.nz
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Previously
United Travel

Embrace life
through travel!

07 579 3431
www.youtravel.co.nz/bethlehem YOU Travel Bethlehem 

Bethlehem Town Centre 
E: suzanne@youtravelbop.co.nz

Suzanne Hardie

Make sure you see Suzanne for your next holiday 
booking. She will help create a trip that is just right 

for you and that will create memories for life!

Supporting our kids
When you list & sell I’ll make a 
$500 donation to Pahoia School.*
*Conditions apply. Licensed under the REAA 2008

549 3762 / 027 699 9805 
janelle.cairns@eves.co.nz

Talk to Janelle Cairns today:

Pie Day Fridays   
Order yours from the hall kitchen on Friday morning!
Week 6 7 June
Week 8 21 June
Week 10 5 July

Jumbo Sausage Roll $4.50 Pie $3 
Mini Pie $1.50 Cookie $2.50 
Mini Ice Block $1.00 Juicie $1.50 

Tūhua’s Laser Tag and Hot Pools Trip



CommunitySports News

or pop in and see us at: 
11 Marshall Road 
Katikati

If you have any questions relating to school 
sport please email sport@pahoia.school.nz

Small Schools’ Cross Country
Well done to all the children that went to the Small 
Schools’ Cross Country event at Whakamarama 
School last week. 

Congratulations to Zara Morrison, Lleyton Reedy 
and Jorja Kittson, who qualified for the North Cluster 
Cross Country event this Friday, 7 June. Reserves 
for this event are Brae Burgess, Sienna Charles, 
Tristan Rooseboom and Macy Muir. 

We wish them all the best for this Friday!

Mini Market - Friday 21st June 12.45 - 4.00pm for sales (closed during assembly)
Outside Community Hall, Full trestle table $10.00
Half trestle table $5.00
Set-up from 12.30pm
If you would like to be a stall holder, please contact Karen 027 344 6142
Or pkhucky@gmail.com

mailto:pkhucky@gmail.com
mailto:sport@pahoia.school.nz
mailto:pkhucky@gmail.com
mailto:sport@pahoia.school.nz


We need your support for our major fundraiser of the year
Do you have gifts, products or a service that you could donate as a prize or a major auction item? 

Are you able to help out before, on Quiz Night or the day after?
If you have an item or service that you would like to donate, or you can help out, please complete the 

form that was emailed to families and return it to the box in the school office by Friday 7th June.

The funds raised from this event will be put towards our new boundary fence


